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B ronze artist Rod Zullo enjoys the 
studio, but finds its four walls and 
roof overhead to be a claustrophobic 

space, especially when there is a world of 
other opportunities just steps away. “I’m truly 
happiest when I’m outdoors, when I’m living 
life,” he says. “My art is a reflection of my life, 
and I’m just trying to live my life to the fullest. 
The studio might be where I complete my 
visions, but the outdoors is where I start them.”

It’s outdoors where he found his favorite 
subject, the horse. “I can remember begging 
my dad when I was a little kid to be around 
horses. And once you’re around a horse, that 
feeling is on you forever,” he says. “There is a 
connection there with that animal, and man’s 
lasting relationship with the horse represents 
the pinnacle of that connection.”

Zullo says that man and the horse represent 
a unique predator-prey relationship, one that 
does not occur anywhere else in the world. 
“You just don’t see that across the entire animal 
spectrum,” he adds. “It’s unique with us and 
horses only.”

This unique bonding, bronze versions of 
it, will be the highlight of Zullo’s first solo 
exhibition at The Legacy Gallery’s location in 
Bozeman, Montana, beginning June 12 and 
continuing through June 21. 

The show will feature a variety of Zullo’s 
bronze work, including dogs and various farm 
animals, but the star of the show will be the 
horse, which will be featured in an array of 
breeds and poses. The pieces will range in size 
from smaller desktop-sized works to larger 
bronzes that approach life-size dimensions. 
Viewers might consider him a wildlife artist, 
but Zullo prefers the term animalier, which 
puts his style in a more historical context of 
animal drawings, paintings and sculpture. 

In the exhibition will be works A Horse 
With No Name and The Working Girl II, 
both pieces that present the horse as a noble 
creature in static display, their iconic shapes 
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The Working Girl II, bronze, 16 x 18 x 5"

Atlas, bronze, 6½ x 7½"
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cutting majestic silhouettes in beautifully colored bronze. 
The warm tone of the patina can be credited to Zullo 
himself—after the bronze is cast, he handles much of the 
post-casting process, including the patina. 

“I’m quite proud of that. I am also very proud that no 
two castings are ever the same. I’m not trying to replicate 
myself. I’m trying to make each individual casting of my 
editions a unique interpretation,” Zullo says. “I spend an 
awful lot of time allowing my patinas to evolve from the 
earth and earthly objects. Whether I’m hiking, hunting or 
fishing, I’m always discovering earth and light and color, 
and learning how they influence my work. By the time my 
pieces are cast in bronze, an edition of 19 will have 19 
different interpretations. I think that gives more value to the 
collector, who has a piece that no one else will have, and 
it also gives more value to me, because I get to guide these 
works through their individual journeys.” 
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For a  direct  l ink to the exhibit ing gal lery go to

A Horse With No Name, bronze, 23 x 42 x 12"

My Dad’s Pointer, Bo, bronze, 7 x 9"
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