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W yoming has a wealth of wildlife, and 
artists and collectors flock to the 
state to not only observe the animals 

in their natural habitat, but for art inspired 
by nature. Whether depicting animals in a 
natural environment or focusing entirely on the 
animal, wildlife art has a deep-rooted place 
within the Western art world, from past masters 
like Charles M. Russell to today’s various 
wildlife artists.

The Legacy Gallery’s 15th annual nature 
and wildlife art show, Legacy of Nature, 
proves wildlife art is alive and well with 
works by many gallery artists, including 
Ken Bunn, Ken Carlson, Michael Coleman, 
Chad Poppleton, William Alther, Walter 
Matia, Brian Grimm, Tim Shinabarger, 
Trevor Swanson, and Luke Frazier. 

Many wildlife artists travel to remote 

places throughout the world to get up-close 
knowledge and experience with the animals, 
usually without interfering with their 
environment. Carlson is like many of these 
artists and has spent time in rough terrain to 
gather reference materials.

“My many trips to Alaska to hike the rugged 
habitat of Dall sheep have given me first-hand 
information and inspiration for this painting 
using a rocky crag backdrop and dramatic 
contrast for the white rams,” Carlson says of 
Rams of the Crags.

Like Carlson’s trips to Alaska, Grimm 
and his wife took a four-month research trip 
through Canada and Alaska, and were able 
to witness the transition of seasons, from late 
spring into fall. 

“Of course, the animals make a noticeable 
transition, but their habitat makes an equally 

stunning change,” he says. “I wanted to 
portray the crisp, clean air in the painting On 
A Clear Day. The cloudless sky and purity 
struck me as an interesting juxtaposition 
against the rugged, chiseled landscape. This 
set the stage for the rams in the pre-rut season 
in the Canadian Rockies.”

As with many animals from the Western 
region of Canada and the United States, 
mountain goats are known for the rough 
terrain they commonly traverse. They 
typically stay above tree lines, in harsher, 
rockier landscapes. Frazier’s Wasatch Goats 
showcases not only the animal but a portion 
of its natural habitat, with two goats looking 
off into the distance while standing on 
rocky land, letting the view decide if the 
animals have successfully fled a predator, are 
climbing for food or possibly taking a break 
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Tim Shinabarger, Great Northern, bronze, 75" Luke Frazier, Wasatch Goats, oil, 30½ x 18"
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from the climb. The possibilities are within 
the eye of the viewer.

While some artists paint the animals 
within an environment, some artists create 
the animal as an imposing force, with 
minimal surroundings, if any. Shinabarger’s 
Great Northern—created after the success of 
a smaller version—is a monumental bronze 

that stands at a whopping 6 feet 3 inches, 
with minimal rocks as an environment. 
Some artists, however, depict smaller 
animals enveloped in the environment, such 
as Alther’s Winter Adornment, where two 
birds are resting on snow-covered branches, 
almost lost in the background.

Legacy of Nature begins September 18 

with the art on display through September 27. 
Artists will be at the Jackson gallery all day on 
September 18 and 19. 

Ken Carlson, Rams of the Crags, oil, 24 x 36"

Brian Grimm, On a Clear Day, oil, 24 x 30" Ken Bunn, Tribute to the Gray Wolf, bronze, ed. of 12, 24 x 10 x 29" 
and life-size
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