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(406) 577-2810 GARY LYNN ROBERTS

Storytelling
I n Gary Lynn Roberts’ new piece, The 

Return, he paints Native American 
subjects on horseback returning to what 

can essentially be called paradise: a wooded 
canyon under clear skies, a shallow stream 
trickling past an encampment, figures in the 
distance ready to warmly greet the riders. 
“This is a place I would like to camp, or visit,” 
Roberts says of the scene. “It’s nestled in a 
place that is beautiful. I work real hard at this. 
I want to give viewers of my work an eyeful. 
I want to put something in there for everybody.”

Roberts paints humanity into his subjects. 

He gives them purpose. He gives them moments 
of discovery, fear, excitement or, in the case of 
The Return, relief to be home and among 
familiar faces. “I’m not a historical painter, nor 
are my paintings. I rely on Brook Wetzel, a 
talented artist whose heritage is Osage, to help 
me with some of the Native American subject 
matter,” he says. “I don’t want to obsess over 
historical details. I want to be a storyteller. 
I want to create mood and feeling.”

A new solo exhibition, a year in the making, 
opens September 11 at The Legacy Gallery’s 
location in Bozeman, Montana. It will feature up 

to 14 new works from the Hamilton, Montana, 
painter, who is widely known for his scenes of 
horses and riders painted within spectacular 
landscapes. 

In Spooked, Roberts paints a crack of lightning 
in the background of a river crossing with several 
cowboys and their pack horses. One rider, his 
neck craned backward, watches as a horse pulls 
at the line after a crack of thunder. The image is 
given an immediacy by the rushing river, the rain 
splashing on the water’s surface and the forward 
momentum of the riders and their horses in the 
maelstrom. “This has happened to me before,” 

Spooked, oil, 24 x 36"
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Roberts says. “Those horses get spooked and you 
have to hold on.”

In Cold Night Coming, the Montana 
painter depicts three Native American riders 
bundled in colorful woven blankets. Orange 
and gold light spills through the trees giving 
them a brief reprieve for what is sure to be a 
miserably cold night. 

“For that one I really wanted to try something 
different. There isn’t too much landscape. It’s 
just the glow and the figures,” he says. “I want 
you to feel that warmth, because it’s fixin’ to 
get very cold.”

Roberts has been painting for 40 years, but 
he admits he never takes any work for granted. 
“As soon as you start taking one for granted it 
will jump up and bite you,” he says. “They’re 
all still a challenge, every one of them. And 
that’s the way they’re supposed to be.” 

The Return, oil, 36 x 50"

Cold Night Coming, oil, 22 x 28"
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