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I t takes great appreciation of a subject 
to capture its essence so precisely. That 
appreciation can come from many 

different places. 
“People are a product of their upbringing,” 

says Utah wildlife painter Chad Poppleton.   
“As a kid I was taught to love the land and 
appreciate God’s creation and really look 
at things. Family rides meant so much to 
me. We would take Sunday afternoon rides 
through the country and the mountains. 
We were always quick to point out how 
beautiful it all was. As a result of that, 
I have a kinship and stewardship, a sense 
of responsibility for giving back. When you 
really love something, you want to care 
for it.” 

Poppleton’s kinship with nature and 
the creatures that live within it has been 
manifested into his new show at Legacy 
Gallery’s location in Bozeman, Montana. 
The show, which opens July 10, will feature 
an array of his new wildlife works, including 
pieces with mule deer, buffalo, mountain 

lions and, in a piece titled Thunder 
Mountain, elk.

He says it’s a cliché, but a true one, that 
his subjects picked him and not the other 
way around. “I get a spark of information 
that hits me, and it catches my concentration. 
I just can’t let it go. These ideas come to 
me,” he says. “For this show I wanted to 
give a good variety. I love that nature has so 
many subjects—enough that I’ll never run 
out. I really enjoy the way each species is so 
different, but each animal has its own 
personality. I’ve never seen two bears, or 
two elk, or two mule deer, that have the 
same personality. They’re as much like 
people as anything.”

Poppleton’s studio is on his family’s 
ranch, and if he ever needs inspiration or 
encouragement, he can hop on a horse and 
ride off to huck some hay or repair a fence. 
Once he’s outside, nature simply takes over.
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Nature’s beauty

UPCOMING SHOW
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Medicine of the Sun, oil, 32 x 48" 

Late October, oil, 24 x 36" 
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“I’ve never looked to separate myself from any 
other artist, or accomplish any distinct styles—
it’s always naturally came out on its own. But 
one thing I’ve really tried to focus on is to paint 

the animals on their own terms in the wild,” the 
artist says. “Nature is a hardscrabble place…
Some people like to paint animals in parks, and 
I think of the park animals as the trust fund kids. 

They don’t have the toughness of wild animals 
like up in Alaska or in the upper Northwestern 
areas.”

The painter likes to invoke wildlife painter 
Carl Rungius, who encouraged others to seek 
out animals on a daily basis. “I like what 
Rungius believed, and how he painted it…The 
human being is a product of nature. We crave 
the ability to be closer to nature. The closer 
we can get, the better we are, inside and out,” 
Poppleton says. “Society today is missing that. 
We are getting more industrialized and closed 
up inside concrete, steel and pavement. We lose 
sight over so much. We need that connection to 
nature to balance everything out.” 
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By a Hare, oil, 20 x 30" 

Thunder Mountain, oil, 30 x 40" 
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